
DECEMBER 2022 PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:

In December we welcomed the season of Advent.  As a school the students in grades three through eight
received the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  This is one of the many ways we prepare our students for
Christmas and celebrate the season of Advent.  Another activity Mrs. Passow has planned for our school
encourages our students to be kind to one another.  Teachers will give a student a star to hang up for each act
of kindness.  As Advent progresses the stars will be closer to the manger, just like the star the wisemen
followed looking for Christ.  These faith based activities help to prepare our students for the wonders of
Christmas.

Another family based activity that happened was our Santa Shop. Students were able to shop for Christmas
presents for their family members.  I wish you could see the excitement in their eyes when they find the
perfect gift for someone.  This tradition could not be possible without the many volunteers who help the
students wrap their treasures.  The school thanks PTU and all the volunteers that make this possible.

As a University of Dayton alum, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception holds a special place in my heart.  In
Dayton, the college students celebrate Christmas on Campus and do many acts of community service as they
turn the campus into a Christmas wonderland for many needy children.

St. Mary students are so proud to lead the Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass each year for the parish.
Knowing that God prepared Mary for her role from the very beginning, helps me to know that God has a
special plan for our students as well.   Another faith filled activity we celebrated as a school family was a
prayer service honoring St. Nicholas.  The students had a visit from St. Nicholas himself.  You may have seen
pictures of this on Facebook.

Christmas music is a big part of the season.  I will remember the
Band concert in the future as it definitely put me in the Christmas
spirit.  During the 3rd week of Advent Mr. Gorski led students in
grades kindergarten through fifth in our annual Christmas Concert.
With songs that remind us of the true meaning of the season, and a
few silly songs as well, smiles were wide on all of the faces in the
audience.  Mrs. Karpuszka and the teachers and aides of the
preschool performed a concert this week as well.  Our littlest Vikings
filled our souls with the sounds of Christmas.



The Eighth Grade students traveled downtown Cleveland to see A Christmas Carol at Playhouse Square.
They were able to compare and contrast the stage and the written versions.  We ended the week with
Christmas Parties in each homeroom.

St. Mary students, faculty and staff wish you a merry Christmas.  We are proud to share our Catholic Faith with
you. We are blessed to have you as part of the St. Mary Family.  We look forward to sharing how we learn
and grow as we prepare for the Future.

As December comes to a close and January begins a new calendar year, many reflect on the
accomplishments of 2022.  St. Mary School has much to reflect on and be thankful for.

● Mrs. Merkle became one of the Sisters of Notre Dame’s Teachers of the Year for spreading Jesus’ love
to all of her students.

● Aiden Passow and Emily Benardo advanced with their inventions.
● PTU finalized and built our new playground for everyone to enjoy.
● We began this school year with a train in our lobby!
● National Junior Honor Society collected Halloween candy to be used at the Ronald McDonald House.
● Student Council collected food for St. Vincent DePaul to distribute for Thanksgiving.
● Everyone donated Toys for Appalachia.
● Beacon of Light put wreaths on the graves of veterans.

With Faith, Family & Future at the center of all that we do, we know there is lots to accomplish in 2023.  We
look forward to working with the parish as we seek ways to help others.


